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Within these pages, you’ll uncover a vibrant 
blend of amazing geography, exceptional living 
conditions, and a bustling business community.  
 

Welcome to Halland 
A place where people  
thrive and business grows

So, what is it that makes Halland  
a vibrant hub for innovation and 
business growth? The secret lies in  
its strong entrepreneurial spirit and 
a culture of collaboration. Moreover, 
Halmstad University has long played 
a crucial role in regional growth, 
conducting research, providing 
specialized training, and 
collaborating with both the private 
sector and public institutions.

Strategically located in the heart  
of the rapidly growing southwest 
Sweden, Halland has evolved into  
a logistical heart with excellent 

connections by sea, land, and air. As 
part of the Greater Copenhagen 
Region with 4,4 million inhabitants, 
Halland is also a part of the largest 
metropolitan area in the Nordics.

This book presents a comprehensive 
collection of facts and figures that 
not only showcase Halland as a 
business destination but also a place 
brimming with opportunities for 
growth.



+ 9%
The food sector 
represents more 
than nine percent of 
Halland’s total 
employment
 
Primary production, food industry,  
trade, restaurant industry
Source: SCB

+ 340 000
innovative inhabitants

477 km
Coastal line (SCB)

+190
Nature & Cultural  

reserves

No 1 
most attractive 
region to work 
and live 
Source: Talent City Index (2023)

52%
Productive  
Forest land

2 282
Startups 

Source: Tillväxtanalys (2022)

A glimpse of Halland ...

+12 000 students
50 programmes

Halmstad University

5 427
Total area in km2

4th 
most densely 
populated 
region in Sweden
Source: SCB
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“The region of Halland on 
Sweden’s west coast has 
changed their operational 
model to one based on 
information driven care, 
making it a world leader in 
the race to effectively use 
AI in healthcare. 
 ”
/ Connect for a healthy future 
 – Business Sweden

Top quality of life
In Halland, you’ll find the perfect blend of stunning 
natural surroundings and a vibrant business 
environment. With a focus on sustainability and quality 
of life, Halland offers an attractive destination for 
businesses seeking growth and success.

Halmstad University - 
Driving innovation  
through collaboration
Halmstad University is at the forefront 
of several fields of knowledge, including 
health innovation, intelligent vehicles, AI 
and “Smart Cities and Communities”. 
The university has a well-developed 
cooperation and exchange programme 
with the business community and the 
Swedish Armed Forces Technical School 
(FMTS) in Halmstad, a centre of 
excellence for technical services within 
the armed forces.

Halland essentials

The 6 municipalities of Halland

Falkenberg’s is business  
landscape is marked by its  
active support for entrepreneurship 
and sustainable development. The 
municipality is home to a diverse 
range of companies, from 
traditional industries to cutting-
edge tech startups.

Halmstad is a vibrant 
business hub with a strong 
focus on AI, cybersecurity, 
health tech, and defense 
industries. Its close ties to 
the regiment and 
Halmstad University foster 
innovation and growth.

Hylte is a municipality 
where traditional industries 
meet modern innovation 
and green transition. Its 
strong manufacturing 
sector, especially in forest 
and paper industries, is 
complemented tech 
community.

Kungsbacka leads the way in business 
expansion, making it one of Halland’s 
fastest-growing municipalities. It offers 
a blend of urban facilities, high-tech 
innovation, and low unemployment 
rates.

Laholm is a municipality committed  
to innovation and eco-friendly solutions.  
It’s known for its forward-thinking  
approach to business, with a strong  
presence in agriculture and tourism.

Varberg is known  
for its thriving technology 
community. The city 
boasts innovative 
companies, advanced 
manufacturing,  
and a strong  
emphasis on  
fossile-free  
energy solutions.
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Sweden essentials
Sweden’s open, inclusive and solution driven mindset  
has set a high standard for innovation and creating 
solutions that make society better – and is underpinned 
by high-level, strategic government support and 
tangible policy initiatives and investment funding.

Sweden leads the way as 
the most innovative 
country in the EU, 
according to the European 
Innovation Scoreboard 
With a strong focus on research, 
development, and entrepreneurship, 
Sweden has earned the top spot as the 
best overall performer. It excels in 
lifelong learning, digital skills, and 
patent applications, showcasing its 
dedication to fostering an innovative 
culture. This recognition underscores 
Sweden’s commitment to continuous 
development and innovation.

100%
renewable  
energy by 2045
Swedish government

No 2
Sweden is ranked 
second in the UN 

Sustainable 
Development 

Report
Source: SDG Index, 2023SEK 300m

Government investment 
in green transition per 

year 2018-2040

Competitiveness 
in Europe 2022
West Sweden ranks 30th 
out of 234 regions, 
demonstrating strong 
performance in key areas 
such as health, high 
education, lifelong 
learning, and innovation.

Source: European Commission

No 1 
of the EU countries 

investing in research and 
innovation.

A good life 
Sweden ranks 4th in both 
Digital Economy & Society 

Index and Better life 
index

Hej!

Hello or Hi
Language : Swedish

Population:  
10 million

Capital:  
Stockholm

Currency:  
Swedish krona (SEK)

Work hours:  
Standard work week 
is 40 hours. 

Vacation:  
Minimum paid 
vacation is 5 weeks 
per year.
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Key areas in Halland
Explore the following sectors where Halland’s 
exceptional potential shines through.

Future Food
The evolution of intelligent food 
systems
In Halland  you will discover a genuine 
and award-winning food culture as 
well as a long tradition of agriculture 
and food production. New and 
innovative production methods and 
ingredients are constantly being 
refined and the start-up and scale-up 
scene is rapidly growing.

Connected Health
The co-creation of a better healthcare
At the forefront of healthcare 
innovation, Halland embraces the power 
of connectivity and data-driven 
solutions. With a strong emphasis on 
digital health technologies and 
collaborative networks, the region 
fosters advancements that improve 
patient care, streamline processes, and 
revolutionize the healthcare industry.

Digital Technologies
The engineering of new technology  
and digital innovation
Halland’s digital prowess extends far 
beyond traditional boundaries. From 
software development and 
cybersecurity to artificial intelligence 
and IoT solutions. Here, tech-savvy 
entrepreneurs and visionary 
companies thrive, shaping the future 
of digital innovation.

Smart Solutions
The construction of a  
sustainable society
In Halland, nature is always around 
the corner and as a result, 
sustainability is close to our hearts. 
Discover the potential to work with 
everything from a progressive forest 
and wood-processing industry to 
companies focusing on innovative 
manufacturing and recycling.

key areas  
with extra 
potential  
of making a 
global impact4 Learn more 

about our key 
areas on our 
website
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LABOUR MARKET

A small region 
with great 
potential
Halland is part of multiple job markets, known 
for its short distances, which means convenient 
commuting and development opportunities. 
The region also boasts a well-educated 
population and a high population density.
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Halland - A commuting region
Halland has strong connections to large and 
expanding job markets, especially with 
Gothenburg and Mölndal. Almost 23,000 people 
commute to Gothenburg and Mölndal from 
Halland, while 6,100 people commute to Halland 
from there. Additionally, there is signifi cant 
commuting activity between southern Halland 
and Skåne.

L ABOUR MARKE T - A SMALL REGION WITH GRE AT POTENTIAL L ABOUR MARKE T - A SMALL REG ION WITH GRE AT POTENTIAL

4,4 million
inhabitants 17

universities

4
regions

85
municipalities

2
countries

1/4
Every fourth 
resident of Halland 
commutes outside 
the region for workOne out 

of ten
people working in 

Halland resides in a 
diff erent county

Greater Copenhagen region
Greater Copenhagen Region is the geographical 
area covering Halland and Skåne in Southern 
Sweden and Copenhagen Capital Region and 
Zeeland in Eastern Denmark. It is the largest 
metropolitan area in the Nordics and with 4.4 
million inhabitants, it is also the largest 
recruitment base of high-skilled employees in 
Scandinavia.

Learn 
more about 
Greater 
Copenhagen
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No 3 most growth-
oriented business 
region in Sweden 
Source: Tillväxtverket

Employment growth  
per industry 2010–2020 
Industry� Change
Public administration and defense� + 27,8 %

Business services	�  + 27,4 %

Construction	�  + 25,5 %

Hospitality 	�  + 22,7 %

Cultural and personal services	�  + 18,0 %

Education	�  + 14,5 %

Healthcare and social services	�  + 14,3 %

Real estate	�  + 11,3 %

Finance/insurance	�  + 9,5 %

Information/communication	�  + 9,2 %

Trade	�  + 8,8 %

Agriculture, forestry and fishery	�  + 8,6 %

Transportation and storage	�  + 7,5 %

Unknown	�  + 4,3 %

Energy supply; environmental sector� + 1,0 %

Manufacturing and mining	�  - 4,1 %

L ABOUR MARKE T - A SMALL REGION WITH GRE AT POTENTIAL

Swedens second biggest 
share of workforce 
gainfully employed
Source: SCB

83,2%

Source: SCB	
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L ABOUR MARKE T - A SMALL REG ION WITH GRE AT POTENTIAL

Wage increase  
per year

High employment
Unemployment rate  

below country average

Halland 5,1%

Sweden 6,8 %

Ages 16–64

Source: Arbetsförmedlingen (2022)
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Number of workplaces  
in the region,,by size  

Size � Number

250+� 37 

50–249� 341

10–49� 2 336

5–9� 2 108

1–4� 7 738

0 � 31 221

Source: SCB

Number of workplaces  
in the region, by industry
Industry � Number

Agriculture, forestry and fishery� 8 234

Business services� 6 882

Trade� 5 158

Construction� 3 954

Cultural and personal services� 3 365

Real estate� 2 632

Manufacturing and mining� 1 981

Information/communication� 1 341

Healthcare and social services� 1 324

Education� 1 223

Hospitality � 1  129

Transportation and storage� 921

Finance/insurance� 340

Energy supply environmental sector� 249

Public administration and defense� 105

Unknown� 83

Source: SCB

Median income  
above country average

Halland 364 800

Sweden 356 900

Source: SCB

Total wage expense per industry 
Employed daytime population 2019 

Industry� Wage SEK

Healthcare and social services� 8 150 412 622
Trade� 6 859 598 863
Manufacturing and mining� 6 414 057 097
Education� 5 488 635 714
Construction� 4 593 534 004
Business services� 4 223 421 217
Public administration and defense� 2 710 076 477
Transportation and storage� 2 231 535 898
Energy supply; environmental sector� 1 476 053 758
Cultural and personal services� 1 415 586 591 
Hospitality � 1 201 402 384
Information/communication� 801 562 911
Real estate� 779 107 619
Finance/insurance� 714 684 316
Agriculture, forestry and fishery� 505 391 549
Unknown� 317 770 120

Source: SCB

Employees per industry 
Industry� Number

Healthcare and social services� 24 458
Trade� 21 260
Education� 16 904
Manufacturing and mining� 15 522
Business services� 12 673
Construction� 12 521
Public administration and defense� 6 716
Transportation and storage� 6 100
Cultural and personal services� 5 817
Hospitality� 5 150
Agriculture, forestry and fishery� 4 027
Energy supply; environmental sector� 3 025
Real estate� 2 121
Unknown� 2 056	
Information/communication� 1 953
Finance/insurance� 1 684

Source: SCB

Halland’s 
biggest 
companies 
Number of employees 
1. Ringhals 

2. �Södra Skogsägarnas  
ekonomiska förening

3. Gekås Ullared 

4. Martin & Servera Logistik 

5. Biltema Logistics 

6. Samhall 

7. Nobina

8. �Carlsberg Supply  
Company Sverige 

9. Essity Hygiene & Health

10. Stena Recycling

Volume of business 
1. Ringhals 

2. �Södra Skogsägarnas  
ekonomiska förening 

3. Gekås Ullared 

4. Vattenfall 

5. Essity Hygiene and Health 

6. Derome Timber 

7. Stora Enso Paper 

8. Stena Recycling 

9. AJ Produkter 

10. Heléns Rör

Source: Bisnode

L ABOUR MARKE T - A SMALL REGION WITH GRE AT POTENTIAL L ABOUR MARKE T - A SMALL REG ION WITH GRE AT POTENTIAL
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BUSINES S CLIMATE - BRIMMING WITH PROGRES S AND OP TIMISM

2.
The country’s fastest 
growth in knowledge-
intensive jobs
(an increase of 58% since 2008) 

+58%

Percentage of highly 
educated individuals  
per industry 
Industry � Percentage

Research and development � 68%
Management and organization � 45%
Law and accounting � 45%
Technical consulting activities � 38%
Other advanced services � 37%
IT and telecommunications � 36%
Media � 30%
Medical technology & pharmaceuticals �28%
Culture, leisure and entertainment � 25%
Advertising and marketing � 19%
Real estate activities � 19%
Staffing and leasing � 17%
Wholesale trade in information and 
communication equipment �  17%

Productivity per industry 
Industry� Value added/worker (kSEK) 

 
Finance and insurance � 3813

Real estate activities � 2661
Energy � 1962
Management and organization � 1929
Wholesale trade of information  
and communication equipment�  1374
Online retail � 1358
Wholesale trade of food and  
beverages, etc. � 1312
Interest organizations and societies� 1307
Minerals and extraction � 1289
Computer and electronics industry � 1147
Paper and pulp industry � 1114
Research and development � 1090
Medical technology and 
pharmaceuticals � 1039
Wholesale trade of machinery  
and equipment � 1037

BUSINESS CLIMATE

Brimming with 
progress and 
optimism 
With an area of only 5427 km2, but over  
340 000 inhabitants, Halland is a bustling 
hot-spot for dynamic business opportunities. 
The business community is bursting with 
entrepreneurial culture, cooperation, 
knowledge, and innovation.

Halland is 
characterized by a 

vibrant business 
community. Another 

distinguishing feature 
of Halland is the 

dominance of small 
and medium-sized 
enterprises, which 

makes the business 
sector less sensitive to 

economic and 
structural changes 

and promotes 
flexibility and 
adaptability.
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BUSINES S CLIMATE - BRIMMING WITH PROGRES S AND OP TIMISM

No 5
The level of newly 

started companies 
in Halland is the 

5th highest in the 
country

Second most innovative region
More than half of the companies in Halland state that  
they have developed and sold new or significantly improved 
products and/or services in the past three years.

Source: Tillväxtverket

51%

Largest companies  
by number of employees 
Number of employees 
1. Ringhals 

2. �Södra Skogsägarnas  
ekonomiska förening

3. Gekås Ullared 

4. Martin & Servera Logistik 

5. Biltema Logistics 

6. Samhall 

7. Nobina

8. �Carlsberg Supply  
Company Sverige 

9. Essity Hygiene & Health

10. Stena Recycling

Source: Bisnode
2 282

Startups 
Source: Tillväxtanalys (2022)

of employed in Halland 
are self-employed
which is the fourth highest level in 
the country.

9% 3.
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE

The heart of 
the Nordics
Halland is located on the southwestern 
coast of Sweden, litterally att the doorstep 
of an international market. In addition to 
the strategic position, excellent accessibility 
and a well-connected transportation 
network, Halland is also part of the Greater 
Copenhagen Region wich is the largest 
metropolitan area in the Nordics.
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INTERNATIONAL E XCHANGE - THE HE ART OF THE NORDIC S

Accessibility
Halland is positioned with an excellent geographic location that connect fi ve 
international cities: Copenhagen, Oslo, Hamburg, Gothenburg and Malmoe. 
The transportation opportunities are well-developed both by sea, land and air.

INTERNATIONALI E XCHANGE - THE HE ART OF THE NORDIC S

Strategic location in the 
middle of two strong 
logistics hubs; Helsingborg 
and Gothenburg.

Excellent infrastructure, 
including specialized ports 
and direct access to the E6 
highway and train 
connections.

Short waiting times in the 
container port make 
Halmstad a viable 
alternative to Gothenburg.

Top 10 Sweden’s 
Best Logistics 
Regions 2022

The Halmstad-region 
(Halmstad, Varberg, 

Falkenberg, Hylte, 
Laholm)

Benefi cial geographical 
proximity to both the 
populous Greater 
Gothenburg area and the 
region of Skåne.

Projected strong external 
growth in Falkenberg with 
major establishments in 
progress.

Port of Halland
One of the ten largest ports 
in Sweden. Function as a 
modern logistics company 
with full-service ports in 
both Halmstad and Varberg. 
Together the port off er 
limitless opportunities both 
in traditional port services 
and complete logistics 
solutions with direct 
connection to the railway 
and motorway. 

1h
Halmstad - Stockholm

22min
Kungsbacka - Gothenburg

2h 30min
Halmstad - Copenhagen Airport

Halmstad
Airport

Halmstad
Port

Varberg Port

Falkenberg Terminal

Landvetter 
International 

Airport

Copenhagen 
International Airport

Gothenburg

Railway

4 429 kT
total goods fl ow 

Source: Transportföretagen
Hallands Hamnar (2022)
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INTERNATIONAL E XCHANGE - THE HE ART OF THE NORDIC S INTERNATIONALI E XCHANGE - THE HE ART OF THE NORDIC S

Halmstad City Airport
An enabler for business, politics, 
ambulance, police ande several 
others. With numerous arrivals 
and departures every week.

Well-developed rail 
and road network 
Toll toll-free highways gives swift 
and easy access to Scandinavia, 
Northern Europe and the Baltic 
Region.

STRING
The green megaregion in 
Northern Europe
Halland is part of STRING, a political 
member organisation for local and 
regional authorities in Northern Europe.

Cities and regions in STRING join together 
to connect and align politically, industrially 
and geographically to accelerate the 
green transition and unlock new potential 
for green growth.

Learn 
more about 
STRING

MOTIVATION:

“Halland is a unique region when it 
comes to entrepreneurship and 
small business and that is 
something that bring eff ect the 
region's exports. The region has 
many small and medium-sized 
enterprises in food, technology, 
healthcare, hygiene, design and 
music that, thanks to their timely 
support, have dared to enter the 
international market.

Support from the public sector has 
been a strong contributor to give 
the entrepreneurs in Halland the 
skills, contacts and capital needed 
to make a successful export 
journey. It can be training courses, 
corporate networks or 
internationalization checks. The 
region is actively working on tools 
that strengthen entrepreneurs' 
courage to move forward in their 
internationalisation process. Also, 
Hallands strengthened 
cooperation with Region Västra 
Götaland has added an extra 
dimension to the promotion and a 
qualifi ed exchange of experience.”

Export Region 
of The Year 2021
Swedish Government's Award

The STRING megaregion 
consists of:

4 countries
  7 cities
  8 regions
  14 million people
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Success factors in Halland ś export

Increase in the value of goods exports 
in Halland over the past five years
The fifth highest level in the country.

+50,5%

2%
of workplaces in the 
business sector are 

foreign-owned. 16%
of employees in the 

business sector work 
at foreign-owned 

workplaces.

of small and 
medium-sized 
enterprises 
exported in 2023

12%

INTERNATIONAL E XCHANGE - THE HE ART OF THE NORDIC S INTERNATIONALI E XCHANGE - THE HE ART OF THE NORDIC S

• �During the last five years Halland has 
had a positive development of export 
goods. 

• �Halland is one of only six Swedish 
regions with a positive development of 
export of goods.

• �Every third company in Halland is 
founded by a woman. This is top five in 
Sweden.

• �Halland has a high number of small 
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
engaged in exporting goods per 
capita (363 exporting SMEs per 
100,000 inhabitants).

5 largest commodity 
groups in terms of cargo 
volume

• �Agriculture, forestry, hunting, fishing

• Wood, pulp, paper

• Ore, mines, quarries, peat

• Food

• Non-metallic mineral products

Source: Godskartläggning i Halland 2013
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What countries 
are we doing 
business with? 

Total Goods Export Value

28 751 621 kSEK
Record number of overnight stays in 2019
In 2019, Halland’s hospitality industry had a total of 3,021,588  
overnight stays, which was an 8,2 percent increase since 2018.  
Halland’s number of overnight stays has doubled in 25 years.

Ten most common  
business owner nationalities 

in Halland 2019:

Norway

Denmark

Germany

Finland

Netherlands

Luxembourg

Czechia

USA

France

UK

Share of workforce employed by  
foreign-owned companies 2000–2018 

Foreign-owned companies 
Between 2000 and 2021, the number of 
foreign-owned companies in the region 
increased from 268 to 792. 

Source: Tillväxtanalys

0
2000 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

5
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Halland 

12

19
16 16 16

22
21 21 21

16
14

22

Sweden

+196%

+8,2%

Goods export value  
per industry 
Industry� kSEK (2018)

Wholesale Trade� 5,921,321.895
Paper/Pulp� 4,847,489.92
Food Industry�  1,936,604.68
Wood Industry � 1,780,100.512
Metal Products Industry� 1,595,892.449
Rubber/Plastic�  1,410,114.586
Manufacturing�  1,383,875.557
Life Science�  689,250.801 
 
Source: Bisnode

Companies in Halland  
primarily import from:

EU

Far East 

North and Central America 

Nordic countries

Other European countries

Companies in Halland  
primarily export to:

EU

Nordic countries

Far East

North and Central America

Other European countries

Source: SCB

What industries have 
the largest exports?

1. Retail�������������������������������������������24,6%

2. Paper����������������������������������������� 20,2%

3. Food�����������������������������������������������8,1%

4. Wood���������������������������������������������7,4%

5. Metal��������������������������������������������6,6%

6. Rubber/Plastics�����������������������5,9% 
 
Source: Bisnode

No 13 Highest service export value in the 
country relative to population

INTERNATIONAL E XCHANGE - THE HE ART OF THE NORDIC S INTERNATIONALI E XCHANGE - THE HE ART OF THE NORDIC S

Source: SCB (2021)
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4.

PEOPLE, LIFESTYLE AND EDUCATION

A place where 
people thrive 
Life in Halland offers it all – stunning nature, 
beautiful coastlines, excellent healthcare, top 
schools, and comfortable homes. It’s no 
surprise that people love living here and that 
Halland has the highest number of new 
residents in Sweden.

Steady population growth 
(Source: SCB)

Ten-year growth

260 000

280 000

300 000

320 000

340 000

Yearly growth %

0

0,5

1

1,5

2

+0,7
+0,8

+0,9

+1,2
+1,3

+1,7

+1,4 +1,4 +1,4

+0,9

Population growth in 
the last 10 years
Source: SCB

+13%
Sweden’s highest  
net in-migration

4.1 new inhabitants  
per 1,000 2000–2022

Source: SCB

PEOPLE, LIFES T YLE AND EDUCATION - A PL ACE WHERE PEOPLE THRIVE
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Swedish 
tourism rocket 
Fastest growing 
number of overnight 
stays in Sweden.

Population per age group   
Source: SCB

0–19 years
82 022

23,9

53,7

16,2

6,2

%
20-64 years

183 949

80+ years
21 346 

64-79 years
55 488 

Highest life 
expectancy in 

Sweden
People in Halland have 

the longest life 
expectancy in Sweden.

16,5
26,5

Highest level of education among 25–64 year olds
Source: SCB

Population per municipality %

High school 
education

Post-secondary 
education 

less than 3 years

47,1

9,9

%Post-secondary 
education 
3 years or more

Pre-secondary 
education

Varberg
67 800

Laholm
26 575

Kungsbacka
85 801

Hyltebruk
10 464

Halmstad
105 148

Falkenberg
47 017

19,8

13,7 3,1

25,0

7,8

30,7

PEOPLE, LIFES T YLE AND EDUCATION - A PL ACE WHERE PEOPLE THRIVEPEOPLE, LIFES T YLE AND EDUCATION - A PL ACE WHERE PEOPLE THRIVE

342 805
Total population size 

Source: SCB (2022)
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PEOPLE, LIFES T YLE AND EDUCATION - A PL ACE WHERE PEOPLE THRIVE

of the population has good 
access to a variety of services
Source: Tillväxtverket

of the population can 
reach their workplace 
within a 30-minute 
bike ride

increase in workforce* 
since 2000
*the number of people of working age

84%
38%

+18%

High employment  
rate

Ages 20–64

Halland 83,2 %

Sweden 79,6  %

Source: SCB

The best place to live
Many people in Halland believe their municipalities 
are the best places to live compared to others.

Source: SCB

No 4
Most densely 

populated region 
in Sweden

+190
Nature & Cultural reserves

Air quality
87.7 percent of the 

population in Halland 
consider the outdoor 

air outside their homes 
to be good or  

very good. 

Source: Folkhälsomyndigheten

PEOPLE, LIFES T YLE AND EDUCATION - A PL ACE WHERE PEOPLE THRIVE
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5.
COSTS AND TAXES 

A favorable  
tax climate
Favorable tax climate for both businesses 
and their employees Halland has the same 
tax climate for businesses as the rest of 
Sweden. In addition, our relatively low local 
income taxes can be an advantage when 
recruiting from outside the region. Employer charges 

In Sweden, all employers 
contribute to social security for 
their employees. These charges 
include retirement, healthcare 
and other social benefits. 

Source: Skatteverket

Charge� % of salary 2020

General payroll tax� 11,62 %

Old-age pension charge� 10,21 %

Survivor’s pension charge� 3,55 %

Sickness insurance charge� 2,64 %

Parental insurance charge� 2,60 %

Work injury charge� 0,60 %

Labor market charge� 0,20 %

Total statutory  
employer charges� 31,42 %

Favorable tax climate for foreign investors
Since 2013, Sweden has become one of the most attractive places in the world for 
holding companies. Sweden offers more than 80 tax deals in addition to our low 
corporate tax. Swedish tax climate is competitive compared to other countries as 
well, as we have no corporate tax on interest income, distributed profits or royalties. 

Source: Deloitte

Sweden

Tax type
Denm

ark

Finland

Fra
nce

Germ
any

Neth
erla

nds

UK USA

Interest	 0 %	 0 %	 0 %	 0 %	 0 %	 0 %	 20 %	 0 %

Dividend	 0 %	 0 %	 20 %	 28 %	 25 %	 0 %	 0 %	 0 %

Royalties	 0 %	 22 %	 20 %	 28 %	 15 %	 0 %	 20 %	 0 %

COS TS AND TA XES - A FAVOR ABLE TA X CLIMATE

20,6%
Corporate Tax 

Halland has the 
second highest  

prices for detached  
houses in Sweden.

39



COS TS AND TA XES - A FAVOR ABLE TA X CLIMATE

Rent levels in the 
country
Average rent in rental 
apartments per square 
meter

1. Stockholm County

2. Uppsala County

3. Skåne County

4. Halland County

5. Gotland County

6. Östergötland County

7. Södermanland County

8. Västra Götaland County

9. Örebro County

10. Västmanland County

Competitive 
corporate taxation
Swedish corporate taxes are 
competitive compared to 
those in other European 
countries. In 2020, the 
Swedish corporate tax rate 
was 21.4 percent, and in 2021 
it was reduced to 20,6.

Source: KPMG

* Small and new businesses may 
benefit from lower taxes.

** German corporate tax rates vary 
from 22.83 to 36.83 percent, 
depending on geographic location.

France*

5 %0 % 10 % 15 % 20 % 30 %25 % 35 %

Germany**

Spain*

Netherlands*

Italy

Denmark

Sweden

Finland

UK

6.
CLIMATE AND SUSTAINABILITY

A good place  
to grow green 
transition
The green transition of industry is accelerating 
and Sweden is at the forefront of innovation. 
The government recognises and actively 
promotes companies, solutions, and products 
that contribute to the goal of net-zero 
emissions.
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78%
of the county’s energy 
supply was non-fossil 
in 2020

10,1 tons
of carbon dioxide 

equivalents are 
generated per million 
units produced. The 

emission intensity 
decreases over time.

 SEK300m
Swedish government 
investment in green  
transition per year  

2018-2040

A progressive forest  
and wood-processing 
industry with several 
interesting projects 
based on cellulosa-
material as well as  
other bi-products from  
the forest industry.

Emission levels, by industry
Industry � Tons

Transportation � 651,912.9383

Agriculture � 380,635.0022

Construction machinery � 93,032.16551

Industry  
(energy + processes) � 84,657.25943

Electricity and  
district heating � 81,515.95447

Own heating of residential and 
commercial buildings � 46,746.02644

Product use

(including solvents) � 45,834.29007

Waste (including sewage) � 21,756.35016

CLIMATE AND SUS TAINABILIT Y - A GOOD PL ACE TO GROW GREEN TR ANSITION

44%

Land use

Built and 
developed land

41 962 ha7,7

8,1
3,1

58,7

22,5

%
Wet land
16 642 ha

Other land
43 913 ha

Agricultural land
122 613 ha

Forest land
320 000 ha

52%
Productive Forest 

Land

5,427 km2

Total land area
Source: Regionfakta

of companies in Halland 
work on environmental 
issues beyond legal 
requirements
It is the fifth highest level in the country 
and above the national average.

CLIMATE AND SUS TAINABILIT Y - A GOOD PL ACE TO GROW GREEN TR ANSITION
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Useful contacts
 
Business environments
High Five - www.highfive.se 
Potential Varberg - www.potentialvarberg.se 

Innovation & collaboration
Almi Halland - www.almi.se/halland 
Business Sweden - www.business-sweden.se 
Campus Varberg - www.campus.varberg.se 
Coompanion Halland - www.coompanion.se/halland 
Envolve - www.envolve.earth  
Exportcenter Väst - www.exportcentervast.se 
Hallands Matgille - www.hallandsmatgille.se 
Halmstad University - www.hh.se 
High Five - www.highfive.se 
Hushållningssällskapet - www.hushallninssallskapet.se  
Leap for Life - www.leapforlife.se 
Loop Factory - www.loopfactory.se 
Potential Varberg - www.potentialvarberg.se 
Sydsvenska Handelskammaren - www.handelskammaren.se 
TEK Kompetens - www.tek-kompetens.se 
Ung Företagsamhet Halland - www.ungforetagsamhet.se 
Västsvenska Handelskammaren - www.vastsvenskahandelskammaren.se 

Invest & establish
Invest in Halland - www.investinhalland.com 
Näringslivskontor Falkenberg - www.falkenbergsnaringsliv.se 
Näringslivskontor Halmstad - www.halmstad.se/foretagare 
Näringslivskontor Hylte - www.hylte.se 
Näringslivskontor Kungsbacka - www.kungsbacka.se/foretagande-och-jobb 
Näringslivskontor Laholm - www.laholm.se 
Näringslivskontor Varberg - www.naringsliv.varberg.se 

Invest in Halland 
We connect you with Halland
Invest in Halland is a non-profit, regional investment promotion  
agency located on the west coast of Sweden. Our purpose is to  
attract international investments to our region and to develop  
Halland as a business destination.

At Invest in Halland we help international companies invest and expand 
in our region by offering free and confidential guidance throughout the 
entire establishment process.

www.investinhalland.com
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Discover a thriving 
business community
This book unveils the essence of Halland’s vibrant business 
landscape through facts, fi gures, and valuable insights. 
Experience why Halland is an exceptional destination for 
innovation, collaboration and sustainable growth.

Stay updated!
Feel free to explore our other reports or stay updated with 
the latest business news from Halland. Follow us on social 
media or subscribe to our newsletter.

www.investinhalland.com


